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Joint European-American Meeting
. In June of this year
the College experienced a historic occasion, the first extra-
mural education program conducted outside of the North
American continent (excepting Hawaii) . The Extramural
Program Committee, under the leadership of Dick Conti,
cosponsored a joint program entitled "European-American
Cardiology in London" wish the European Society of Car-
diology and the British Cardiac Society
. Drs . Conti, Paul
Hugenholtz (President of the European Society) and Edgar
Sowton (President of the British Cardiac Society) served as
Program Co-Directors. The program touched on the major
issues and advances in contemporary cardiology and fea-
tured a faculty of 31 international authorities from nine
countries . The meeting attracted over 200 attendees, half of
whom were from the United States .
Educational role ofACC
. The joint European-American
meeting in London focused attention on the educational
efforts of the College. Continuing medical education repre-
sents the basic purpose for which the College was founded
and has been the primary focus of College activities since its
inception . The Annual Scientific Sessions have provided a
forum for both new research and up to date reviews,
whereas extramural and Heart House programs have pre-
sented excellent educational opportunities at the undergrad-
uate and postgraduate level. The Journal of the American
College
of Cardiology
reaches more than 20,000 physicians
annually
. In recent years ACCEL not only has augmented its
audiotape program, but has expanded into the realm of
videotape. These programs have been well received and
have constituted the foundation of the continuing education
of substantial numbers of American physicians. However,
participation of foreign physicians, although prominent at
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the Annual Scientific Sessions, has been typically limited to
only a few individuals either as faculty or attendees in other
educational programs .
The London meeting in which the College participated
was recognition of the worldwide need for continuing edu-
cation. The College has taken a leadership role in postgrad-
uate training of cardiovascular specialists in the United
States . Therefore, it is appropriate that our society played a
significant role in this international educational effort
. Simi-
larly, a meeting of this formal provided the opportunity for
many American cardiologists to interact with internationally
renowned European authorities
.
International perspectives and interactive discussion.
The cooperative program was also an acknowledgement of
the many contributions to cardiovascular medicine originat-
ing outside of the United States . Many exciting new ideas in
cardiology, such as percutaneous coronary angioplasty,
have been born in Europe . In addition, important large scale
clinical trials conducted in Europe have been of great
importance in defining optimal approaches to a variety of
cardiac problems. Accordingly, this meeting provided an
excellent opportunity for the audience to observe a variety
of international experts who played seminal roles in our
understanding of
many cardiac issues.
The practice of cardiovascular medicine entails many
logistic differences between Europe and the United States
. It
was of interest, therefore, to discuss different diagnostic and
therapeutic strategies in light of these considerations . The
educational perspective also differed slightly, with interac-
tive discussion rather than formal presentations being
strongly emphasized and fostered by the Europeans . The net
result was the unusual opportunity for faculty to interact not
only with each other but also with practicing cardiovascular
specialists both from the United States and abroad .
Considerations for the future. This extramural program
represented the initial trial of the concept of a collaborative
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international educational effort . That the meeting was well lahoration of the College in such projects will have to be
planned, the enthusiasm on the part of faculty and attendees carefully evaluated. However, our initial experience would
high and the site attractive all contributed to the success
have to bejudged adefinite success, and it would appear that
of the meeting. Financial and logistic considerations for the international format may be an idea whose time
such an event are often complex, however, and future cot- has
come .
